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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, the De-
partment of Homeland Security is
charged with safeguarding our Nation
from acts of terrorism, drug traf-
ficking, and many other serious
threats.

Whether they serve in the Coast
Guard, Border Patrol, Customs and
Border Protection, or elsewhere, the
men and women who work for the De-
partment of Homeland Security in my
home State of New Hampshire and
across this country play a vital role in
keeping our families safe; yet Congress
is poised to shut down DHS this Friday
for partisan political reasons.

This would undermine our security
and impact hardworking men and
women from across my district, like
Darrell, from Groveton, New Hamp-
shire, who serves in the Coast Guard,
and Lee, another Granite Stater, who
works for Customs and Border Protec-
tion. She wrote to me recently and
said: ‘“No one wins if this political
standoff continues.”

I agree. We were elected to work to-
gether in the best interest of those we
represent, not to play partisan polit-
ical games.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the House bring up H.R. 861,
the clean Department of Homeland Se-
curity funding bill that would keep the
Department of Homeland Security
open so it can carry out its mission of
keeping the American people safe.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
guidelines consistently issued by suc-
cessive Speakers, as recorded in sec-
tion 956 of the House Rules and Man-
ual, the Chair is constrained not to en-
tertain the request unless it has been
cleared by the bipartisan floor and
committee leaderships.

———

FEDERAL TEXAS JUDGE
IMMIGRATION RULING

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, my constituents and a major-
ity of Americans oppose President
Obama’s executive amnesty. His am-
nesty is unconstitutional, which is why
I am pleased that U.S. district court
Judge Andrew Hanen has blocked
Obama’s amnesty from going into ef-
fect. Not surprisingly, the administra-
tion is now appealing.

As the legal process works its way
through the courts, Congress must con-
tinue to stand strong and fight the
President’s unlawful amnesty. Just
this month, I exposed Obama’s empty
words that illegals getting amnesty
would be paying taxes. The IRS Com-
missioner confirmed that Obama’s am-
nesty will, in fact, allow the IRS to
give illegals thousands of dollars.

These tax refunds aren’t refunds in
the usual sense but amnesty checks
from the IRS. This is wrong. I am
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working on legislation to stop it. Law-

abiding and hardworking American

taxpayers deserve nothing less.
———

COUNTING DOWN TO GOP
SHUTDOWN

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, the Republicans are
playing politics with the security of
the American people, and the American
people deserve better.

What was absolutely laughable a few
days ago, it now appears that they are
prepared to shut down the Department
of Homeland Security. They won’t
budge, even though they have known
all along that the House version of the
bill will never pass the Senate, and if it
did, the President would surely veto it,
as he should.

They are willing to burden this en-
tire country with all the dangers and
disruptions that a funding lapse would
bring. They are willing to shut down
funding for the security in the New
York City rail system, communica-
tions equipment in Los Angeles, bomb-
sniffing dogs in Massachusetts, and
firefighter positions across this Nation,
just so that they can put on another
hollow, pointless political show.

This legislation is failure by design. I
find it scandalous that the Islamic ter-
rorists are fully funded; yet the De-
partment of Homeland Security that
protects our citizens may not be.

I urge a vote on a clean Homeland
Security bill for the protection of our
citizens.

———

THE PRESIDENT NEEDS TO
CHANGE COURSE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, during the Presidents’ Day
break, I served on a delegation meeting
with the leaders of Afghanistan, Jor-
dan, and Iraq. Each was grateful for
the support given in their fight against
terrorists who seek mass murder of in-
nocent civilians.

Daesh, the Arab translation of ISIL,
has spread as a cancer across the re-
gion and threatens to attack the Amer-
ican people. President Obama’s failing
policies are weakening defense, and he
needs to change course, as he did with
the 2009 Afghan surge.

In Syria, the President’s strategy has
set the stage for Daesh to expand. In
Iraq, his failure to achieve a status of
forces agreement has led to instability.
The attack on Libya has led to a failed
state. The pitiful negotiations with
Iran puts America at risk. His claimed
success in Yemen has proven inac-
curate.

Radical Islamists have declared war
on the West, intend to exterminate
Jews, and seek to destroy modern
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democratic civilizations. The first
mass slaughters have been of fellow
Muslims at mosques, at soft targets,
but safe havens anywhere are a threat
to American families.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

———

THREE DAYS UNTIL THE DEPART-
MENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
SHUTDOWN

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, well,
there are only 3 days left until the De-
partment of Homeland Security shuts
down, forcing thousands of TSA, Cus-
toms, Border Patrol, and Secret Serv-
ice agents to put their lives on the line
to protect American citizens without
being paid.

This has gone on far too far. We have
taken weeks of time on the floor of this
House, waiting for what we know ulti-
mately would be passed, and that is a
clean Homeland Security bill.

Every Democrat has cosponsored leg-
islation to fully fund this Department,
without trying to overreach and get
through the appropriations process
that which the majority is unwilling to
do legislatively.

If you were so interested in immigra-
tion policy, the majority would long
ago have brought comprehensive immi-
gration reform to the floor of the
House. Have we seen that? No—neither
have we seen any legislation that the
American people are really looking for,
legislation that would put America
back to work, build new infrastructure,
and create jobs in this country.

This has gone on far too far. We have
got to get this essential function of
government fully funded and get back
to the business that the American peo-
ple sent us to.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the House bring up H.R. 861,
the clean Department of Homeland Se-
curity funding bill that would keep the
Department open so it can carry out
its essential mission.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the
Chair previously advised, that request
cannot be entertained absent appro-
priate clearance.

——————

PRESIDENT OBAMA VETOES
KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, despite overwhelming bi-
partisan support from my colleagues in
both the House and the Senate, the
President vetoed the Keystone XL
pipeline project in the name of polit-
ical expediency; rather than listening
to a majority of the American public,
the President’s veto kowtows to a
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vocal minority of extreme environ-
mental groups.

Mr. Speaker, the President’s decision
yesterday is a giant leap backwards on
a road to energy independence, effec-
tively saying ‘‘no”” to the creation of
over 40,000 American jobs and lower en-
ergy prices for businesses and families.

Mr. Speaker, President Obama had
the opportunity to stand up and show
true leadership, but unfortunately, he
chose to, once again, hide behind polit-
ical motives.

——————
0 1215
ECONOMIC GROWTH FOR NEVADA

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, just this
morning, Nevada Attorney General
Laxalt testified before the House Judi-
ciary Committee, claiming that the
implementation of DAPA and exten-
sion of DACA would cause undue eco-
nomic hardship for our State. Well, 1
would like to see his evidence, because
data show that granting administra-
tive relief to qualified undocumented
immigrants would actually contribute
to economic growth.

Thanks to these executive actions,
the legal workforce will expand, and
average wages for all workers will in-
crease by $170 a year. The Federal def-
icit will be reduced by $25 billion, and
GDP will grow from $90 billion to $210
billion over the next decade. Further-
more, it is estimated that expanding
DACA and DAPA will increase Ne-
vada’s GDP from $700 million to $1.7
billion over the next 10 years and lead
to $21 million in additional tax revenue
for the State over the next 5 years.

So, in short, General, not imple-
menting the President’s actions is not
only morally indefensible, but also eco-
nomically foolish. And, I might add,
holding up DHS funding for this pur-
pose is a shameful political act that
puts Americans at risk.

———
M-855 AMMO BAN

(Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to stand up for
the rights of law-abiding Americans to
protect their homes, and I am standing
in opposition to the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives’ un-
reasonable proposal to ban entire class-
es of ammunition.

As an American, I personally use this
ammunition to defend my home and
my family, and that is my constitu-
tional right. I find it ironic that the
President of the United States con-
tinues to say, well, if we would just
arm the people of other countries, then
ISIS wouldn’t exist, while he uses each
and every means possible to violate our
Second Amendment right to protect
ourselves.
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Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to set the record straight, and I
look forward to meeting with the ATF
and discussing their budget and mak-
ing sure that they don’t have the legal
authority or the funding to take away
Americans’ constitutional rights to
keep and bear arms and ammo.

———

DHS SHUTDOWN

(Ms. ESTY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, in 3 days,
the Department of Homeland Security
will needlessly run out of funding—yes,
3 days. Shutting down the Department
of Homeland Security will jeopardize
local disaster relief grants. It will stall
critical safety training for firefighters
and first responders and will force
thousands of Border Patrol agents, Ac-
tive Duty Coast Guard servicemem-
bers, and airport security screeners
across the country to work without
pay.

House Republicans are threatening
the safety and security of our Nation
and our families by refusing to pass a
clean security funding bill, instead,
pushing for anti-immigration amend-
ments. This is unwise, this is unneces-
sary, and this is wrong. We should not
play partisan politics when our Na-
tion’s security is on the line.

We must pass a funding bill that does
not include harmful provisions, so that
our Nation remains safe and secure.
That is why I ask unanimous consent
that the House bring up H.R. 861, the
clean Department of Homeland Secu-
rity funding bill that would keep the
Department open so it can carry out
its mission of keeping the American
people safe.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the
Chair previously advised, that request
cannot be entertained absent appro-
priate clearance.

———

STRENGTHENING TAX-FREE 529
COLLEGE SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

(Mr. MARCHANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of H.R. 529, a bill I have co-
sponsored that strengthens tax-free 529
college savings accounts. The cost of
higher ed has increased by more than
500 percent since 1985, yet the Presi-
dent recently proposed a tax hike on
529 savings of students and middle class
families.

There is a big difference between
being able to afford college and being
able to pay for it. The 529s help bridge
that gap for millions of working Amer-
icans who make too little to cover tui-
tion but just enough to be ineligible for
financial aid.

Our Nation’s long-term prosperity
depends on our ability to prepare the
next generation for success. Let’s start
now by passing H.R. 529.
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DHS SHUTDOWN

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to demand that a clean, straight-
forward Department of Homeland Secu-
rity funding bill be brought to the
House floor for a vote immediately.
After today, there are only 2 more days
until the entire Department of Home-
land Security is shut down, 2 days until
the men and women who work to pro-
tect our national security stop receiv-
ing a paycheck, 2 days until the doors
are shut at the Department responsible
for ensuring America’s safety.

If my colleagues on the other side of
the aisle want to debate the merits of
immigration reform, then bring an im-
migration bill to the floor. We would
welcome that debate. We are ready to
work on a comprehensive bill to fix a
broken system. In the meantime, don’t
play games with our national security.

Again, I urge the House leadership to
bring a clean funding bill. It is H.R.
861. We need to keep the Department of
Homeland Security open so it can
carry out its mission of keeping the
American people safe, and we need to
be able to move forward to work on the
pressing matters facing our country.

———

DHS SHUTDOWN

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people expect us to deliver solu-
tions and to fix problems; they expect
us to act responsibly and govern. We
can do this by working together and
averting a shutdown at the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

Let me be clear: shutting down the
Department of Homeland Security
should not be an option, and I am ada-
mantly opposed to letting this happen.

Our first and foremost responsibility,
Mr. Speaker, is to protect our Nation.
Ever since the attacks of September 11,
2001, the need for the Department of
Homeland Security became clear, and
the Department of Homeland Security
has proven vital to keeping the Amer-
ican people safe amid an ongoing war
against terror.

Terror threats do not just go away
until Washington is able to come to a
compromise. There is certainly broad
disagreement, Mr. Speaker, in this
country over the President’s executive
actions. By shutting down DHS, it only
makes us more vulnerable to attacks.
It is absolutely the wrong approach to
addressing this disagreement. There is
no room for political brinkmanship
when the security of the American pub-
lic is at stake.

———
SELMA VOTING RIGHTS

(Mr. CARNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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